
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



Volume XXVI DECEMBER, IC)0£ Number 6 



(Editorial 



WHY SHOULD WE STUDY THE LIFE OF CHRIST? 

In college, academy, and Sunday-school thousands of young 
people will in the coming year be studying the life of Jesus. Scholars 
and preachers in their studies, parents and children in the home, 
the young and the old, are turning afresh to the records of this life. 
Lessons will be written and printed and taught, sermons will be 
prepared and preached, all on this theme — the deeds and words of 
Jesus of Nazareth. Why do we, why should we, thus turn again 
and again to the brief record in the gospels of that brief life of the 
Galilean, whose message his countrymen refused, and whom the 
Roman government gave up to death at their demand ? Does such 
study meet a real need ? Does it accomplish results that justify it ? 

We do not hesitate for a moment to return an affirmative answer 
to these questions. 

From an educational point of view, this study is justified. We 
live in a land which is Christian, at least in the sense that we date 
our letters and documents from the birth of Christ, that our institu- 
tions bear the stamp of Christian ideas, and that Christianity is the 
religion of the great majority of those who have a religion. As 
members of this nation, as beneficiaries and trustees of the civilization 
which we have inherited, it is fitting that we should know something 
of the life of him from whom our religion and our civilization take 
their name, and in no small measure their distinctive character. 
No one is fitted to live with large intelligence in the present who has 
not some knowledge of the roots of present things in the past. A 
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broad knowledge of history, however desirable for every man, must 
doubtless remain the possession of the few. But there are some 
facts of the past which sustain so vital a relation to the present that 
even an elementary education ought to include some knowledge of 
them. Every American ought to know something of the past of 
his own country and its great men; and not less certainly ought 
every boy and girl in every Christian land to know the life of Jesus 
Christ, to whom, above all other sources, we owe those ideas which 
constitute today the best elements of our modern civilization. The 
gospels and epistles of the New Testament contain our oldest and 
fullest records of this life. It is eminently fitting, not only that our 
youth should listen to stories from these gospels, or homilies based 
on single sentences of Jesus' teaching, but that they should make a 
systematic study of the life as a whole, so far as it can be learned 
from the record. 

But the life of Jesus has an even more vital significance for us 
than as a source historically of our religion and our civilization. It 
is, or may be, and ought to be, a powerful factor in our personal 
religious lives. For nowhere else in human history or literature are 
there disclosed so elevated and uplifting a conception of God, so 
high and inspiring an ideal of human life, as are given to us in the 
life and teachings of Jesus. The conception of the heavenly Father 
as Jesus held and taught it, the God of positive and perfect goodness, 
who can never approve sin or be indulgent toward evil, yet of infinite 
patience and fatherly forbearance toward the prodigal son, and of 
gracious forgiveness for the repentant — this conception marks the 
highest achievement of religious thought. No other thought of God 
has such power to turn the sinner from the error of his ways, to com- 
fort the sufferer, to hearten the discouraged, to incite the strong to 
the doing of great deeds, as this. 

Nor do we anywhere gain so noble an ideal of human life as that 
which Jesus gives us. He not only believed in God, but he believed 
that God believes in man. It was his deep conviction that for God, 
man — the individual man — is of inestimable value. Through all 
his teachings there runs this thought of man as valuable to God. 
Not a sparrow falls to the ground without your Father; but ye are 
of more value than many sparrows. The sabbath may be broken 
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for a sheep; but of how much more value is a man than a sheep! 
Believing in the value of man, Jesus had faith also in his possibilities. 
To be a son of God is the high privilege and duty of the man on 
whom the heavenly Father sets so high a value, and to be a son of 
God is to be in all moral qualities like God. Ye shall therefore be 
perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect. You shall not be self- 
centered and self-seeking, but, viewing men as God views them and 
yourself in the light of God's ideal for you, you shall not make your- 
self the center of the world, and the world your servants, but shall 
seek and find your own highest good in serving that world of men, 
valuable in God's eyes, of which you are one unit, but only one. 
Thus Jesus' ideal of the individual man is at the same time an ideal 
of human society. When society accepts Jesus' estimate of the 
individual, and the individual estimates himself and his fellow-men 
as Jesus viewed them, society's problems will be solved. 

But what gives power to Jesus' ideal is not only its exposition in 
his teaching — though we could ill afford to part with that — but most 
of all its actualization in his life. In the face of rejection of his 
-teaching and of himself by his nation, in the face, of suffering and 
death, Jesus held fast to his faith in God as the heavenly Father, and 
lived his life according to that ideal of the unselfish life which he had 
believed in his youth and set forth in his teaching. He who taught 
men to be servants of one another, and to deny themselves for the 
sake of men, even to the extent of laying down their lives, in life and 
in death gave his own life to be a ransom for many. The grain of 
wheat that fell into the ground and died brought forth much fruit, 
and is bearing today the noblest fruit of human life. The precious 
treasure of that life the world can never afford to lose. 

These things which Jesus did for us, and which are enshrined for 
us in his life, the world needs today. Never did it need them more. 
We live in a day when science, exploring the heavens above and the 
depths beneath, searching out the infinite with its telescope and the 
infinitesimal with its microscope, returns with its message of force 
and law, but to our questions concerning God answers: The prob- 
lem of origins is beyond our scope. It is a day when the voices of the 
poet and the prophet are not silenced indeed, but often almost forgotten 
amid the multitudinous utterances of those who speak in the name 
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of science. In such a day the calm, undoubting word of Jesus, who 
from the depths of his lifelong and intimate fellowship with God 
came forth to tell men of the Heavenly Father, brings to us a message 
that we need more than we need our daily bread. 

And we have warrant for accepting this message; not, indeed, in a 
mathematical demonstration, not mainly in philosophic arguments 
that support it, or external credentials, but in the clear vision of 
him who gave it to us, in its power to dignify and ennoble life, in the 
indispensable necessity of it if life is to be saved from sordid material- 
ism and despairing pessimism. Science is not the whole of life, 
demonstration not the only ground of truth. Insight also has its 
rights, and experience its warrants. Though to science the message 
of prophetic insight be but a hypothesis, unproved because untested 
by crucible or micrometer, yet he to whom man is more than a scien- 
tific animal will "will to believe" those messages of hope and faith 
which the prophet brings back from his mountain-top experience, 
and which, tested in the valley of everyday joy and toil and suffering, 
lift humanity up from its sordidness, inspire men to live as sons of 
God, give power and dignity to human life. 

When did we ever have greater need of the ethical ideals of Jesus ? 
Our prosperity has been a snare to us and threatens to overwhelm 
us. It is not, indeed, an hour for despair. Virtue is not dead. 
Honesty is not perished from the earth. That we are tempted to 
think so is a testimony, not only to the extent and baseness of the 
wrong-doing that is condemned, but at the same time to the elevation 
of ideals. Yet not the most optimistic can deny that there is appall- 
ing need of higher ideals, alike of domestic and social, of commercial 
and political, life. Many forces must co-operate, and are co-operating, 
to bring about the needed uplifting of moral life. But among them 
all none will be more effective than the renewed study of the moral 
teachings of Jesus. Men tell us that his ideals are impracticable. 
But it is these ideals that are slowly lifting the world up from selfish 
greed and cruel warfare to humane co-operation. To present these 
ideals to the youth of our land, to set them forth in their reasonable- 
ness and their exaltation, neither toning them down to the level of 
present practice, nor with crude literalism converting them from 
lofty principles into a legalism that denies their real spirit — this is 
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one of the most effective means that can be employed for raising the 
standard of moral conduct in the world. 

These, fellow-teachers, are some of the reasons which make it 
worth while to study and teach the life of Jesus, some of the things 
that may be accomplished by such teaching. Other things there 
are also; but these, we believe, demand emphasis today. Because 
these results are possible, there is set before you a great opportunity. 
You will have occasion to study history and geography, chronology 
and topography, order and place of events. You cannot know 
these things too well. But these are but framework — the tree you 
climb that from it you may gain a better view of Jesus. Your real 
aim must be to bring him to your homes, into your lives and the 
lives of your pupils. By the work of this coming year you may win 
your pupils to a faith in God which shall be an anchor to the soul 
in all the years of life; you may imbue them with an enthusiasm for 
Jesus as their leader and guide, which shall save them from sordid- 
ness and sin; you may so help them to see and to accept the ethical 
ideals of Jesus that the life of the next generation may be more pure, 
more honest, more generous, than the present. On the character of 
that work will depend in no small measure what sort of men and 
women your pupils become; whether they choose the highest ideals 
of life or lower ones, whether they become sons of God and heirs 
of eternal life, or only children of this world; whether the life of the 
next generation shall mark a moral advance on that of the present, 
or a decadence. You are working for your own generation by the 
will of God, and the generation coming; for time and for eternity. 
Can any work be more worthy than this of your most earnest and 
devoted effort ? 



